
 

  viola cello
bass or
string bass or double bass

The String Family
Strings are stretched across these 
instruments. Some are tight, to 
make high notes, and others loose, 
to make low notes.  When you 
pluck or draw a bow across the 
strings, you get a sound.  (The part 
of the bow that touches the strings 
is made of horse hair!)

violin & bow

The Brass Family

 

trombone

Brass instruments are long, coiled metal tubes with valves (in trombones, a slide).  
Trumpet and trombone tubes are cylinders while French horn and tuba tubes are cones.  
To make a sound on brass instruments, you buzz your lips as you blow into the 
mouthpiece.  That involves pressing your lips together and blowing, forcing air through 
the lips, causing them to vibrate.

In music, “b-a-s-s” is 
pronounced with a Long A, 
like “base.”  A bass 
(Short A) is a fish.

bass

A viola is a little bigger than a 
violin.  The “shoulders” of a cello 
and bass are shaped differently.

The bass
is taller 
than I am!

cone-shaped mouthpiece

trumpet

 

tuba

French
horn

cup-shaped mouthpiece

trombone



 

 

 

 

The Percussion Family
These instruments make their 
sounds when you shake, scrape, 
rub or hit them.

The Woodwind Family

flute

 

 

 
piccolo

  
 

 snare drum

timpanibass drum xylophone

 
chimes

clarinet oboe

bassoon

glockenspiel

mouthpiece with 
single reed

double reed

The man is there to 
show you how big
the instruments
are.

Woodwind instruments are basically hollow tubes with holes.  Clarinet and 
flute tubes are cylinders while bassoon and oboe tubes are cones.  Some 
tubes are made of wood and others are made of metal.  Most woodwinds 
have a reed in the mouthpiece that vibrates to make a sound when you blow 
into them.  Pitches are changed by covering and uncovering holes with your 
fingers.



Name ____________________________ Date _____________________

Musical Instruments - pg. 1
Look at the picture of each musical instrument and trace the name of the instrument in 
the space provided.

Trumpet
Clarinet
Drums
Bassoon
Violin
Tuba

 

 

 



 Name ____________________________ Date _____________________

Musical Instruments - pg. 2
Look at the picture of each musical instrument and trace the name of the instrument in 
the space provided.

Flute
Trombone
Cello
Oboe
Triangle
Bass



Name ____________________________

Alphabetical Instruments
Put these instruments in alphabetical order.

 clarinet
 trumpet
 cello
 string bass
 violin

 oboe
 trombone
 piano
 triangle
 viola

 flute
 French horn
 tuba
 xylophone
 bassoon

1. ________________________________

2. ________________________________

3. ________________________________

4. ________________________________

5. ________________________________

6. ________________________________

7. ________________________________

8. ________________________________

  9. _______________________________

10. _______________________________

11. _______________________________

12. _______________________________

13. _______________________________

14. _______________________________

15. _______________________________

Date ______________________



Name      Answer Key                

Alphabetical Instruments
Put these instruments in alphabetical order.

 clarinet
 trumpet
 cello
 string bass
 violin

 oboe
 trombone
 piano
 triangle
 viola

 flute
 French horn
 tuba
 xylophone
 bassoon

1. ________________________________

2. ________________________________

3. ________________________________

4. ________________________________

5. ________________________________

6. ________________________________

7. ________________________________

8. ________________________________

  9. _______________________________

10. _______________________________

11. _______________________________

12. _______________________________

13. _______________________________

14. _______________________________

15. _______________________________

bassoon

violin

viola

xylophone

clarinet

cello

flute

French horn

oboe

piano

string bass

tuba

trombone

trumpet

triangle



Name ____________________________ Date _____________________

Make-a-Word

clar

tri

xylo

cel

vio

o

tim

French

trom

tam

trum

vio

tu

lo

horn

inet

pani

phone

bourine

pet

boe

lin

la

angle

ba

bone

1.         cello                          

2. ___________________

3. ___________________

4. ___________________

5. ___________________

6. ___________________

7. ___________________

8. ___________________

9. ___________________

10. ___________________

11. ___________________

12. ___________________

13. ___________________

Connect the word parts in the first column to their partners in the second column.  Write 
the completed words on the lines.  The first one is done for you as an example.



Name        Answer Key                   

Make-a-Word

clar

tri

xylo

cel

vio

o

tim

French

trom

tam

trum

vio

tu

lo

horn

inet

pani

phone

bourine

pet

boe

lin

la

angle

ba

bone

1.         cello                          

2.         French horn                          

3.         clarinet                          

4.         timpani                          

5.         xylophone                          

6.         tambourine                          

7.         trumpet                          

8.         oboe                          

9.         violin                          

10.         viola                          

11.         triangle                          

12.         tuba  

13.        trombone                        

Connect the word parts in the first column to their partners in the second column.  Write 
the completed words on the lines.  The first one is done for you as an example.



Name ____________________________

Odd Man Out
Date ______________________

1) Trumpet French horn Piccolo Tuba

2) Timpani String bass Cello Viola

3) Oboe Maracas Bassoon Flute

4) Snare drum Cymbals Xylophone Oboe

5) Trombone Triangle French horn Tuba 

6) Clarinet Double bass Violin Viola

7) Bassoon Clarinet French horn Oboe

8) Bass drum Cymbals Xylophone Flute

9) Tuba Trombone French horn Cello

10 Guitar Trumpet ‘Ukulele Viola

Circle the name of the instrument which does not belong with the others.  
Optional:  On another sheet of paper, explain why you chose that instrument.



Name      Answer Key                

Odd Man Out
Circle the name of the instrument which does not belong with the others.  
Optional:  Optional:  On another sheet of paper, explain why you chose that instrument.

1) Trumpet French horn Piccolo Tuba

2) Timpani String bass Cello Viola

3) Oboe Maracas Bassoon Flute

4) Snare drum Cymbals Xylophone Oboe

5) Trombone Triangle French horn Tuba

6) Clarinet Double bass Violin Viola

7) Bassoon Clarinet French horn Oboe

8) Bass drum Cymbals Xylophone Flute

9) Tuba Trombone French horn Cello

10 Guitar Trumpet ‘Ukulele Viola

Piccolo is a woodwind instrument; the others are brass

Timpani is a percussion instrument; the others are string

Maracas are percussion instruments; the others are woodwinds

Oboe is a woodwind instrument; the others are percussion

Triangle is a percussion instrument; the others are brass

Clarinet is a woodwind instrument; the others are string

French horn is a brass instrument; the others are woodwinds

Flute is a woodwind instrument; the others are percussion

Cello is a string instrument; the others are brass

Trumpet is a brass instrument; the others are string



Name ____________________________ Date _____________________

What Instrument Am I?
 clarinet
 trumpet
 cello 
 oboe

 bassoon
 trombone
 xylophone
 maracas

 flute
 French horn
 tuba
 viola

• I am a brass instrument.  
• I have a mouthpiece and bell, but no 

valves.  
• I am twice as long as a trumpet and can 

slide from tone to tone.

• I belong to the string family.
• I am held between the knees.
• I am bigger than a viola, but smaller than 

a bass.

• I am a woodwind instrument.
• I am usually silver and am held sideways.
• My sound is produced by blowing across 

a hole near the end of me.

• I am a string instrument.
• I am a little bigger than my sister, the 

violin.
• I have a chin rest.

• I belong to the brass family.
• I have three valves.
• I have a cup-shaped mouthpiece.
• My tube is a cylinder.

• I am a percussion instrument. 
• I am made up of many wooden bars.
• I am played with two or more mallets.
• Find me in the back of the orchestra.

• I am a double reed woodwind instrument.
• I am quite large and hard to hold.
• You can see the end of me in the 

orchestra, higher than the head of the 
person who plays me.    

• I am a percussion instrument.
• I come in a pair.
• Players shake me.

• I am a woodwind instrument.
• I look like an oboe, but I use a single reed.

• I am the largest instrument of the brass 
family.

• I play very low notes.
• My tube is a cone.

1.  ___________________________

2.  ___________________________

3.  ___________________________

4.  ___________________________

5.  ___________________________

6.  ___________________________

7.  ___________________________

8  ___________________________

9.  ___________________________

10.  ___________________________



Name        Answer Key                   

 clarinet
 trumpet
 cello 
 oboe

 bassoon
 trombone
 xylophone
 maracas

 flute
 French horn
 tuba
 viola

• I am a brass instrument.  
• I have a mouthpiece and bell, but no 

valves.  
• I am twice as long as a trumpet and can 

slide from tone to tone.

• I belong to the string family.
• I am held between the knees.
• I am bigger than a viola, but smaller than 

a bass.

• I am a woodwind instrument.
• I am usually silver and am held sideways.
• My sound is produced by blowing across 

a hole near the end of me.

• I am a string instrument.
• I am a little bigger than my sister, the 

violin.
• I have a chin rest.

• I belong to the brass family.
• I have three valves.
• I have a cup-shaped mouthpiece.
• My tube is a cylinder.

• I am a percussion instrument. 
• I am made up of many wooden bars.
• I am played with two or more mallets.
• Find me in the back of the orchestra.

• I am a double reed woodwind instrument.
• I am quite large and hard to hold.
• You can see the end of me in the 

orchestra, higher than the head of the 
person who plays me.    

• I am a percussion instrument.
• I come in a pair.
• Players shake me.

• I am a woodwind instrument.
• I look like an oboe, but I use a single reed.

• I am the largest instrument of the brass 
family.

• I play very low notes.
• My tube is a cone.

1.  ___trombone_________

2.  ____flute___________________

3.  ____viola____________

4.  ____trumpet_____________

5.  ____xylophone________

6.  ____cello_____________

7.  ____bassoon______________

8  _____maracas___________

9.  _____clarinet____________

10.  _____tuba_____________

What Instrument Am I?



CLARINET • HARP • BASS • TRUMPET • OBOE • VIOLIN • TROMBONE 
XYLOPHONE • CELLO • TIMPANI • BASSOON • VIOLA • FLUTE • 

FRENCH HORN • TUBA

Word Bank

Musical Instruments Crossword
1

4

6

7

8 9

2

10

11

3

12

5

13

14

Across
  1.  Brass instrument with a big bell and a
       cone-shaped mouthpiece
  3.  Brass instrument with 3 valves and a cup-shaped
       mouthpiece
  6.  Double reed woodwind that looks like a clarinet
11.  It has bars made of wood, which you hit with 
       mallets
12.  Its 47 strings are plucked
13.  The biggest double reed instrument
14.  Single reed woodwind instrument that looks like
       an oboe

Down
  1.  Woodwind instrument that is blown 
       sideways
  2.  The largest, lowest brass instrument
  4.  Brass instrument with a slide
  5.  Smallest string instrument, played
       with a bow
  7.  String instrument played vertically,
      held between the player’s knees
  8.  Bigger sister of the violin
  9.  Kettle drums
10.  The largest string instrument

Name ____________________________ Date ______________________
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CLARINET • HARP • BASS • TRUMPET • OBOE • VIOLIN • TROMBONE  
XYLOPHONE • CELLO • TIMPANI • BASSOON • VIOLA • FLUTE • 

FRENCH HORN • TUBA

Word Bank

Name       Answer Key                  

Musical Instruments Crossword
1

4

6

7

8 9

2

10

11

3

12

5

13

14

Across
  1.  Brass instrument with a big bell and a
       cone-shaped mouthpiece
  3.  Brass instrument with 3 valves and a cup-shaped
       mouthpiece
  6.  Double reed woodwind that looks like a clarinet
11.  It has bars made of wood, which you hit with 
       mallets
12.  Its 47 strings are plucked
13.  The biggest double reed instrument
14.  Single reed woodwind instrument that looks like
       an oboe

Down
  1.  Woodwind instrument that is blown 
       sideways
  2.  The largest, lowest brass instrument
  4.  Brass instrument with a slide
  5.  Smallest string instrument, played
       with a bow
  7.  String instrument played vertically,
      held between the player’s knees
  8.  Bigger sister of the violin
  9.  Kettle drums
10.  The largest string instrument




















































